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Dear Colleagues
On behalf of the Local Organising Committee, it is a great pleasure to invite you to the Fourth Congress of the European
Chapter of the International Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association which will be held in Amsterdam from May 27-30,
2001. In this issue of HPB you will find the scientific programme for the Congress. This programme is the result of a fruit-
ful collaboration between the Local Organising Committee and the members of the European Scientific Committee of the
Congress. The programme covers a wide range of interest, both on the academic and on the practical level. New and impor-
tant developments in the field of HPB surgery are highlighted in keynote and update lectures. Ongoing controversies are
the subject of face-to-face debates and various Congress symposia have been organised, featuring the combined modality
approach in present-day diagnosis and management of hepatic, biliary and pancreatic disorders. We are confident that the
Congress programme will provide a unique opportunity to keep abreast for surgeons and all other specialists interested in
hepato-pancreato-biliary diseases, in an atmosphere of cordiality and exchange of knowledge and experience.
The meeting will take place at the RAI Congress Centre in Amsterdam, near to the historic city centre. As a metropolis
where science and culture have flourished ever since its foundation on a dam across the river Amstel, Amsterdam provides
the perfect setting for a splendid meeting in the middle of Europe.
We look forward to meeting you all in Amsterdam in May 2001.
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